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Small colleges offer wealth of choices

By Scott D. Mlller

After April 1, Delaware’s high
school seniors who have applied-to
the nation’s most highly selective
colleges — at least those not
accepted during the early admis-

sion decision process — will begin:

haunting their mailboxes in quest
of the sought-after “fat” envelopes,
the mark of acceptance, Many oth-
ers, of course, have already been
accepted in the “rolling” admis-
stons process used by Wesley Col-
lepe and olhers.

“To those accepted at their frat
choice college or university, con-
gratulations and best wishes. This
column, however, is addressed to

that second, perhaps larger group, -

the students who were denied or
wait-listed at their first-choice col-
lege or university.
If you were accepted at your
-gecond, third or even your “safety
net” ca!lege or university, your
future is every bit as bright as those
of your peers who received those
“fat letters” from their schools of

choice, Remember, college admis-
sions commmitteesrelyirig primarily

on high school gradés,. 3ATs and

recommendations cannot fully -

measure your focus, motivation,

_perseverance, “people” and time-

‘managerment skills, all vital ingredi-
ents foryour success in college and
in later life. Take a look at some of
our reéent U5, presidents. Ronald

Reagan, hailed as “the Great'Com-’

municator,” attended tiny Edreka

College in [llinois. Lyndon Johnson

went to Southwest Texas State
Teachers College (now Southwest
Texas State University.)- Some of
our greatest chief executives, of
course, never attended college at
all: George Washington, Abraham
Lincotn and Harry Truman, to
name a fow.,

In fact, if you were not accepted
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to a large, “name” school, the odds

are befter than average that you
will become a leader in your cho-
sen profession or occupation. That
is because small liberal apts col-
leges turn out a disproportionate
number of national “movers and
shakers.,” On Capitol Hill, for
example, Narwy Pelosi, the House
minority leader, graduated from
Trinity College, a.small, Catholic
women's college in Washington,
D.C  Down Pennsylvania Avenue
al the White House, newly-
appointed Secretary of State Con-
doleeza Rice earned all of her
degrees at relatively small private
institutions, the University of Den-
ver and Notre Dame (College

(Mass,) Although they enroll just

over a fifth of all college students in
the L.5,; private universities gradu-
ate hall' of all senior corporate
executives, 46 percent of LS, rop-
resentatives, 69 percent of Rhodes
Schelars and two-thirds of college-
educated United States presidonts,

There is a good reason why
small colleges turn out 50 rmany
alurnni wha succeed in tater life: a3
students, they scized the opportu-
nity to hone their skills in a small,
manageatle and supportive envi-
ronment,

In Delaware, we need lock no
further than Wesley's Rocky Myers

{(Class of '05), a scholar-athlete
who not only won the coveted
Gagliardi Award, given to the
nation's top foothall player in
NCAA Division III, but whe also
graduated with a'perfect 4.0 aver-
age i1 biology. A standout hight
sehool student, Rocky could have

attended a 1arger, Division I univer- -

sity, but he chose to attend Wesley,
where he could play and have a
larger imipact,

Srnall, lesser-kilown colleges
often offer more opportunities to
become invoived in campus life,
They afford students the opportu-
nity to participate in athletics and
student government, to serve on
the newspaper and yearbook staffs
and to dovelop the close faculty
mentoring relationships crucial to
success in later life. On average,
the student-to-faculty ratio at four-
year private colleges and universi-
ties i 11:1, compared with 15:1 or
higher at public institutions, Alurmn-
ni returning to Wesley, for exam-
ple, regulatly cite ongoing friend-
ships with faculty mentors as
positive impacts in their careers,

i you are the type of person
who wants to become actively
involved in your cormmuity, rather
than to stand on the sidelines, a
small to mid-sized university offers
you the chance to do just that.

More than half of Wesley students
volunteer actively in our campus
community alliances, including the
Wesley Boys and Girls Club, Wes-

- ley YMCA, Barratt’s Chapel and
- Museurn, . Campus , Community

Sehool and Schwartz Center for the
Arts, to name a few. Natiprwide,

N students enrolled at private col-

leges coniributed an average of

cight hours per week to.communi-

ty service, adding up to-a whop-

ping 400-plus Hours per capita

annually. And if politieal activiern is

your passion, you have glso come

to the right place: 76 percent of stu-

dents at four-year private colleges .
and universities voted. in the last

presidential election, compared

with less t}!an 60 percent nation-

wide, - R L

Of course, if you still have your

heart set on attending your first-

choice sehioolithere isialwayshope

for you beyond the Baecalaureate

degree, A large number of our
undergraduates go on ko the rmost
prestigious advanced graduate and:
professional programs in  the
nation, including thosé at Ivy

Leagusinstitutions, -~

Regarcllcss of where you are off
to next fall, ! offer you the same
guidance I giw‘e toy our first-year stu-
dents at Wesley during their-orien-,

-tation sessions: get involved, try

new subjects dnd activities, take
advantage of all that college offets
and, abgve all, do not let occasion-
al ‘adversitics deter ‘you from
achieving your goals. The possibili-
ties are limited only by vour tirme,
imagination, and perseverande.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. Scott D,
Miller is president of Westey Col-
lege in Dover, Statistics are from
the National Association of Inde-
pendent Colleges and Universities
(NAICLD) in Washington, DO of
which he is a rmember. |



